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5 outstanding Arab-Israeli artists to
watch
These award-winning artists exhibit their work in
Israel and around the world, exploring themes of
gender, identity and tradition in Arab society.
By Rebecca Stadlen Amir August 21, 2018, 7;00 am

#ContemporaryArt

Fatima Abu Roomi, “Venus 15, 2017,” oil on paper. Photo courtesy of Gordon Gallery

Israel is more often associated with its innovative technology scene than
art. But its rich cultural history, stemming from the Middle East, Africa
and Europe, and its thriving creative community, have made Israel into a
diverse destination for discovering contemporary art.

Within the eclectic art scene are varying points of view, including the
work of Arab-Israeli artists whose identity and upbringing in Druze,

https://www.israel21c.org/writer/rebecca-stadlen-amir/
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Christian and Muslim villages around Israel are expressed through various
mediums in color, texture, symbol and text.

By examining themes of gender, identity and tradition in Arab society,
these artists expose viewers to different perspectives on Israeli culture,
forming connections through personal stories.

“The thing that leads us and has for the gallery s̓ 50 years of existence is,
of course, the art. But I think it s̓ important to be able to give a platform to
someone to share their voice, who hasnʼt necessarily had the opportunity
to do so before,” said Michal Freedman, director at Tel Aviv s̓ Gordon
Gallery and cofounder of Art Source, a new online platform for
discovering and purchasing contemporary Israeli art.

Here is a list of talented artists to keep your eye on, whose work can be
seen at galleries in Israel and around the world.

X. Samah Shihadi

http://gordongallery.co.il/
https://aicf.org/artist/samah-shihadi/
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Samah Shihadi, “Untitled.” Photo by Shay Ben-Efraim

As the recipient of the 2018 Haim Shiff Prize for Figurative-Realist Art, a
prestigious award given each year by the Tel Aviv Museum of Art, Samah
Shihadi is headed toward the spotlight. In addition to the $10,000 prize,
Shihadi will show her work in a solo exhibition at the museum in June
2019.
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Born in a small Muslim village in the Western Galilee, 31-year-old Shihadi
thought she would return to her village after her studies to become a
teacher and raise a family, like other women in her life. Instead she
started to draw, depicting Arab women and giving them a voice.

Her delicate pencil-on-paper drawings are often centered around the
female body, exploring feminism and the identity of the Arab woman. In a
work evocative of Leonardo da Vinci s̓ masterpiece “The Vitruvian Man,”
currently exhibited at Jerusalem s̓ Museum of Islamic Art, Shihadi depicts
a woman rather than a man, whose body is mostly covered by a sheet of
cloth, suggesting exclusion or repression.

Shihadi now lives and works in Haifa, where she completed a master s̓
degree in art. Her work has been shown in shows and galleries across
Israel, from Tel Aviv to Haifa, Umm el Fahem and Ramallah. 

_. Fatima Abu Roomi

http://gordongallery.co.il/artists/Default.aspx?p=256
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Fatima Abu Roomi, “Venus 8, 2017.” Photo courtesy of Gordon Gallery

 Fatima Abu Roomi s̓ work examines themes related to women s̓ place in
modern Arab society. Born in Tamra, an Arab-Israeli city in the Lower
Galilee, Abu Roomi tells both a personal and collective story.

Her 2017 exhibition “Venus Palestina” at Gordon Gallery featured
paintings in hues of deep red, interweaving intricate, ornamental fabrics
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with self-portraits and portraits of her father. The series explores
opposing themes of old and young, covered and exposed, whole and
incomplete, male and female.

“Fatima s̓ work represents a voice that we donʼt hear enough in Israeli
culture and art. Iʼm honored to be able to be a part of what allows her
voice to be heard,” said Freedman, who had been following Abu Roomi s̓
work for several years prior to representing her at Gordon Gallery.

Abu Roomi is the first Arab-Israeli artist represented by the gallery, which
is known for showing the best of Israeli contemporary art.

`. Fouad Agbaria

Detail of Fouad Agbariaʼs work at his “Sweet and Spicy” exhibition at Umm el Fahem gallery.
Photo via Facebook

Fouad Agbaria s̓ work integrates symbol and word, often incorporating
and celebrating Arabic script and themes of identity.

Agbaria was born in the village of Musmus, near the Arab-Israeli city of
Umm el Fahem, in 1983. Since attaining a bachelor s̓ degree from Bezalel

http://zawyeh.net/artists/fouad-agbaria/
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Academy in Jerusalem in 2004 and a master s̓ degree from Haifa
University in 2014, Agbaria has experimented with different styles,
techniques and media including charcoal, oil, acrylic and lithography.

His Post-Impressionist style oil paintings feature Quranic verses woven
through different landscapes, colors and textures. The symbol of the
cactus – or Sabra – is also often shown in Agbaria s̓ work.

His latest exhibition is “Sweet and Spicy,” a solo show at Umm el Fahem
gallery, curated by Varda Steinlauf.

e. Fatma Shanan 

Israeli artist Fatma Shanan Dery

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EKiO8BuVln4
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMsLTPY6MdDUzUYDgiv3PvQ
http://www.fatmashanan.com/
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Shananʼs oil-on-canvas paintings depicted the rugs on roofs, in fields, and on the road,
eliminating spiritual or religious value and representing tradition in a new context

Fatma Shanan s̓ realistic, large-scale paintings convey personal, familial,
historical, cultural and religious memories, particularly surrounding Julis,
the Druze village in northern Israel where she was born and raised.

Influenced by 19th and 20th century European Impressionism, Shanan s̓
work features images of woven ornamental rugs, a fixture of the Druze
home, taken out of their original context and unrolled in a new space to
create a new location of self-expression.

“These carpets have their own rules, aesthetics and past,” Shanan told
Times of Israel in a 2017 interview. “The carpet has always been
inseparable from the experience of home and family, and is treated with a
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kind of disproportionate awe. It canʼt be stepped on, it must not become
soiled. The women attend to it, obsessively: cleaning, shaking, brushing.”

In her solo exhibition last summer at the Tel Aviv Museum of Art, as
winner of the 2016 Haim Shiff Prize, Shanan s̓ oil-on-canvas paintings
depicted the rugs on roofs, in fields, and on the road, eliminating spiritual
or religious value and representing tradition in a new context.

Shanan is currently participating in a residency in New York, with an
upcoming show at Andrea Meislin Gallery.

j. Michael Halak

Michael Halak, “Olive, Olive Oil and Oil press,” oil on canvas, 2014. Photo via michaelhalak.com

Born in the village of Fassuta, just south of the Lebanese border, Michael
Halak has received numerous awards for his hyper-realist work, including
the 2016 Ministry of Culture and Sport Prize and the Tel Aviv Museum of
Art s̓ 2012 Rappaport Prize for Young Artists.

After studying fine arts at the University of Haifa, Halak received a

https://michaelhalak.com/
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residence scholarship in 2005 to attend Florence Academy of Art in Italy.
There he perfected his astonishingly realistic technique, depicting
landscapes, still-lifes and portraits.

Halak paints from observation, either directly or via photographs,
transferring his own illusion of reality to his canvases.

“To be an artist, you have to free your mind. You have to think beyond the
point that you are currently at. I think that every person around the world
can relate to my work,” Halak told Jerusalem Post in an interview. “They
donʼt need to know my personal story. That s̓ the challenge and the
beauty of art.”

Halak has exhibited in many galleries in the Middle East, Europe, and the
US, as well as in museums such as Tel Aviv Museum of Art, Herzliya
Museum of Contemporary Art and Haifa Museum of Art.

Earlier this year, he and fellow student Samah Shihadi participated in a
joint exhibition, “Motion Trap,” at Idris, an artist-run gallery space in Tel
Aviv.

Give
Every
Month

Help ISRAEL21c uncover
the Israel we love

For over 16 years, ISRAEL21c has brought you the faces and places of
Israel every day, spreading the word about Israel to millions of people in
virtually every country around the globe. First of its kind, our content is
originally researched, written and produced by seasoned experts directly
from Israel.

We cannot do this without financial support from people like you.

https://www.idris.space/
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Become a GEM member and enjoy exclusive briefings from our staff and
more - for $18 a month.

Become a GEM member
Rebecca Stadlen Amir

Rebecca Stadlen Amir is writer and stylist originally from New York. Prior
to relocating to Tel Aviv, she was an editor at Vogue for more than four
years, covering design and lifestyle. In Israel, she has utilized her editorial
eye to produce content strategies for several startups. In addition to
writing for ISRAEL21c, Rebecca works as a stylist for brands and events.
She loves to travel and explore the world with her husband.
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