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Helsinki welcomes Saddam Jumaily as their
first ICORN artist-in-residence

(https://www.icorn.org/sites/default/files/field/image/newartproject-2-1024x807.jpg)

AR-ICORN artist in residence, Saddam Jumaily's painting.
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The City of Helsinki has welcomed Saddam Jumaily
(https://artistsatrisk.org/2019/03/18/ar-resident-saddam-jumaily/), renowned Iraqi
painter, writer and graphic artist, as the city’s first resident of the ICORN programme.
The programme is run by our local partners, the Artists at Risk (AR) Safe Haven
Residency and Perpetuum Mobile.

Saddam Jumaily (born Saddam Al Saeedi in Basra, Iraq, 1974) is a prominent Iraqi artist, art

scholar, writer and poet from Basra. A painter and sculptor with a significant following in his

home country and region, his art is particularly known for his use of symbolism to deal with

memory and nostalgia.

Jumaily holds a bachelor’s degree in fine arts and graduated with a master’s degree in painting in

2005 from the College of Fine Arts in the University of Basra, where he soon became a respected

lecturer. His contribution to the representation of Iraqi art movements and trends outside Iraq,

as a painter, sculptor, art theoretician and critic, have been widely discussed in art studies and

articles by modern Iraqi critics.

As well as being a respected painter, Jumaily is both an editor and writer. He has published two

books on art theory, and has worked for several publications in Iraq, as well as for other Arab-

language newspapers and magazines.

In 2010, Jumaily began to receive death threats from religious groups both from within the

university and outside, accused and persecuted for purportedly advocating atheism. He was

forced to leave Iraq for Jordan but returned a year later. After several incidents and deaths in his

circle, he left the country once more. Jumaily has since been based in Amman, where he has

continued his artistic work under highly precarious circumstances.

Safe residency in Helsinki City of Refuge
Saddam Jumaily recently arrived in Helsinki with his wife, textile artist Kholod Hawash

(https://artistsatrisk.org/2019/03/23/ar-resident-kholod-hawash/). The first three months of

their residency will be as guests of the Saaren kartano – Saari residence

(https://www.facebook.com/SaariResidence/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARAxJ7Fli-

09fLBb0Z5kWbrUQttyqU8EnY7C3RkFwNgFaV_sa_HLTkOp9tSNRyT1ClyfxT2Y95aOn2XW&fref=

E2XdEk_P1W_91UFRWWSVVCJOdvG8vQsT8hg4LysF_JnS8EyFs-

tRGpA7X9_MvwxmQrQgDnYQ5LbyTnqPWFfMiQDuEIF2YEUN2hAjTcTUPrEINQoLCVPYOmPQ

8wyxO4KmrBgZsac5gxDOkGx30Qt5d8bAqQtlwM), funded by Koneen Säätiö – Kone

Foundation (https://www.facebook.com/koneensaatio/?__tn__=K-

R&eid=ARDlbMk8lzBDLbJP2yUeTuCXekrMTpZaaiYsKHgDGwJa62DgyqJFUERb5DT1nONu3lOR

E2XdEk_P1W_91UFRWWSVVCJOdvG8vQsT8hg4LysF_JnS8EyFs-

tRGpA7X9_MvwxmQrQgDnYQ5LbyTnqPWFfMiQDuEIF2YEUN2hAjTcTUPrEINQoLCVPYOmPQ
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8wyxO4KmrBgZsac5gxDOkGx30Qt5d8bAqQtlwM) in Mynämäki, Southwest Finland, as part of

the joint Artists at Risk (AR) programme with Saastamoisen säätiö – Saastamoinen Foundation

(https://www.facebook.com/saastamoisensaatio/?__tn__=K-

R&eid=ARCcEu3vAZ8HWcD2xVe7ZlcgpkDjjBmWO5m_BbeRT4Pt4SEGspDh7kesj2HpeaUX1yWy

E2XdEk_P1W_91UFRWWSVVCJOdvG8vQsT8hg4LysF_JnS8EyFs-

tRGpA7X9_MvwxmQrQgDnYQ5LbyTnqPWFfMiQDuEIF2YEUN2hAjTcTUPrEINQoLCVPYOmPQ

8wyxO4KmrBgZsac5gxDOkGx30Qt5d8bAqQtlwM) Residency in Helsinki.

With the City of Helsinki becoming a member of ICORN in 2018, one of the Artists at Risk (AR)

Residencies is designated as an ICORN Residency, and forms an integral part of AR-Safe Haven

Helsinki’s longer-term residency programme. Saddam Jumaily and Kholod Hawash continues as

part of the AR-ICORN Safe Haven Helsinki Residency programme. The AR programme is

curated by Perpetuum Mobile – PM (https://www.facebook.com/PerpetualMobile.org/?

__tn__=K-R&eid=ARB1-

9JK2Pfu6kMoGlUqbf3cXrRigecxaImGkNnZVieFVXMlgUBGt6pdJ9zCCOdNs7maH_a6AiJpT48b&

E2XdEk_P1W_91UFRWWSVVCJOdvG8vQsT8hg4LysF_JnS8EyFs-

tRGpA7X9_MvwxmQrQgDnYQ5LbyTnqPWFfMiQDuEIF2YEUN2hAjTcTUPrEINQoLCVPYOmPQ

8wyxO4KmrBgZsac5gxDOkGx30Qt5d8bAqQtlwM), the official hosts of the ICORN programme.

Jumaily and Hawash are co-hosted with HIAP – Helsinki International Artist Programme

(https://www.facebook.com/hiaphelsinki/?__tn__=K-

R&eid=ARAn0_dpxB4286wIbIxf6ylYO5mwx4RjIm8iYduUOpLyqjuFLh6XFBHNTc3ZKitzyoJS2M

E2XdEk_P1W_91UFRWWSVVCJOdvG8vQsT8hg4LysF_JnS8EyFs-

tRGpA7X9_MvwxmQrQgDnYQ5LbyTnqPWFfMiQDuEIF2YEUN2hAjTcTUPrEINQoLCVPYOmPQ

8wyxO4KmrBgZsac5gxDOkGx30Qt5d8bAqQtlwM) and is funded by the Department of Culture

and Leisure of the City of Helsinki.

Saddam Jumaily - works and exhibitions
Jumaily’s work has been exhibited in many international galleries and art auctions such as

Contemporary Iraqi Art, Sultan Bin Ali Owais Establishment, Dubai 2012; Iraqi Art-Qatar

center, Al Ain, 2013; Abu Dhabi Art Fair, Abu Dhabi 2013; London Art Fair 14, 2014; Beirut Art

Fair, Beirut, 2015; “Secret Cards”, Art Dubai 2016; and Christie’s Auction New York 2016.

Jumaily’s art is featured in several solo exhibitions, like Household Tunes, Al-Anda House Art

Gallery, Amman, 2011; Dialogue Zero Degree, Art Sawa Gallery, Dubai, 2013; Daily Life, Orfali

Gallery, Amman, 2013; Dialogue Zero Degree II, Arts Sawa Gallery, Dubai 2014; and

Inkography, Al-Anda House Art Gallery, Amman 2017.

Jumaily has written three academic books on art theory and criticism; The Effectiveness of the
Aesthetic Discourse: Applications in Iraqi Plastic Arts, Al Adeeb Publishing House, Amman,

2012, and The Side of The Photo: A Question of Originality in Arab Contemporary Art, Arab
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Publishers’ Association, Amman, 2016, and The Disclosure of the optical text, a study in the
overlap of the Plastic Arts, published in 2012.
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April under a Police State: A look at Nicaragua’s Reality (/article/april-under-police-state-look-nicaraguas-reality)
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Digital Dystopia: ICORN and PEN International 2021 Joint Meeting (/article/digital-dystopia-icorn-and-pen-
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22.04.21

Krakow welcomes its 9th ICORN resident, Angolan poet and activist Aaiún Nin (/article/krakow-welcomes-its-9th-
icorn-resident-angolan-poet-and-activist-aaiun-nin)
15.04.21
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Saddam Jumaily.

Cities' guide to ICORN membership (/cities-guide-icorn-membership)

More than 70 cities around the globe offer a safe space where writers and artists at risk can live
and work through the ICORN programme. (/cities-guide-icorn-membership)

L E A R N  M O R E  ( / C I T I E S - G U I D E - I C O R N - M E M B E R S H I P )

Application guide for writers and artists at risk (/application-guide-
writers-and-artists-risk)

The application guide for writers and artsits at risk informs about criteria for residency
consideration, how to apply, application form and important information if application is
approved or not. (/application-guide-writers-and-artists-risk)
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