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Selfies in the bathroom: artist Nadia Ayari
spotlights trends
Art Dubai 2014 invited artist Nadia Ayari to showcase a rather unusual work, displayed in
the public bathrooms

Artist Nadia Ayari’s piece for Art Dubai 2014 (right) in a side-by-side image with a previous work by Ayari, part of The
Fountain and The Fig series. (Photo courtesy: Nadia Ayari/ The Third Line)
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Raised in Tunisia and now working in the metropolis of New York, artist
Nadia Ayari has been chosen by Art Dubai to feature in its “Projects” series.

But her offering to the art fair is an unlikely piece; it’s not on a gallery wall
basking in the spotlight, nor is it mounted on a pedestal seeking attention.
Instead, it’s in a bathroom.

Art Dubai Projects is a curated program of new commissions especially for
Art Dubai 2014, which will see 85 galleries from 34 countries and around 500
artists descend on the emirate for four days, starting March 19.
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This year the Projects will run under the theme of “intervention,” inviting
artists to explore the concept in an array of media; be it digital installations,
performance or any other artistic form.

“I question this idea a lot; what does it mean to intervene, what does it mean
to be invited to intervene?” curator of Art Dubai Projects, Fawz Kabra, told
Al Arabiya News.



The theme, she says, is apt for an art fair which “gets set up, is there for
about a week and then gets dismantled.” “The work itself is ephemeral, in a
sense, because of the nature of this art fair,” which is “sort of like an
intervention; fleeting and transient,” added Kabra.

According to Kabra, Ayari’s work is being highlighted due to the artist’s
ability to resonate “with Art Dubai, with Dubai itself and with the region.”

Born in 1981 in Tunis, Ayari started working with Middle Eastern subject
matter when she moved to New York. Notions of cultural heritage and
identity were at the heart of one of her early works entitled “WshhWshh,” an
oil on canvas completed in 2008, standing out as an example.
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The painting depicts two women shrouded in the flat, black mass of the
abaya. “Their faces are transformed into giant eyes, they are not seen, but
observe everything. Ayari illustrates them sharing a secret, heightening the
mysteries surrounding the veil,” analyzed the Saatchi Gallery on their official
website.

Ayari described the experience of working in the bustling city as one of



awakening.

“Once I graduated school and moved to New York, the romance of being an
artist dissipated very quickly. In today’s New York, most artists have to work
a full-time 9 to 5 job in order to afford their studios,” Ayari said in an
interview by Dubai-based creative thinker Danna Lorch.
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Despite her early fascination with cultural identity, Ayari says she now
gleans inspiration from much more “mysterious” sources.

“In the past I’ve used [Tunisian culture] to contextualize my work,” she told
Al Arabiya News, “but I don’t anymore. I think that making work and being

https://dannawrites.com/about/


in the studio is a very mysterious process and I don’t think that it links up to
a national identity.”

The artist went on to lament the art industry as being based on “identity;”
artists rely heavily on their nationalities in order to sell their work or secure
grants, she says.

“I would say that I am post-identity so I don’t even look at nationalities any
more … but there is a branding [of identity] that happens globally in order to
move things, and when I say move I mean sell art. It’s a device to get grants;
it’s a device that artists use.”
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So, Ayari’s custom-built piece for Art Dubai strays far outside the boundaries
of exploring her identity as a Tunisian: she has chosen to display her
asymmetrical sculpture not in the fairgrounds, but in the bathrooms.

“I was drawn to the mirrors in there,” she told Al Arabiya News, explaining
why her piece “Selfie Booth, WC” was on show in such a seemingly strange
location.

“It inhabits a private space,” added Kabra. “It is something that isn’t really
out there and visible to everyone so it’s not really itching to be seen or be
under a spotlight.”

The piece plays with the concept of art fairs, “everybody is performing and
putting on these roles and Ayari subverts that idea” by placing her work in a
bathroom, Kabra said.

Get the full picture with Al Arabiya News’ exclusive coverage of Art Dubai
2014.

Advertisement

Get the latest stories from AlArabiya on Google News

art dubai 2014 art dubai art dubai gulf

Also Read

https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/tags.html?tags=43281e7a-9dad-4ea1-9e5a-fac2cf9ebe53&tagLabel=art%20dubai%202014
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/tags.html?tags=43281e7a-9dad-4ea1-9e5a-fac2cf9ebe53&tagLabel=art%20dubai%202014
https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqBwgKMOnQlwswi_quAw
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/tags?tag=art%20dubai%202014
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/tags?tag=art%20dubai
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/tags?tag=art
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/tags?tag=dubai
https://english.alarabiya.net/tools/tags?tag=gulf


Art Dubai 2014: putting the Caucasus on the creative map

This year, Central Asia and the Caucasus will take center stage at Art
Dubai, to ...

Art and culture

Art Dubai 2014: global galleries set for region’s biggest show

Hosting 85 galleries from 34 countries and around 500 artists, Art
Dubai will open ...

Art and culture

‘Highest-valued’ artwork by Damien Hirst on show in the UAE

A range of Arab art will also feature in the exhibition; those works will be
...

Art and culture

Editor's Choice

India and Pakistan on
edge: How their armies,
navies and nukes stack up

World News 5 days ago

Saudi Arabia, Qatar to
settle Syria’s World Bank
debt

Middle East 27 April ,2025

Israel shares, then deletes,
condolences over Pope
Francis’ death

Middle East 23 April ,2025

At least 500 Houthis killed
in US strikes over last
month: Officials

US News 22 April ,2025

Top Content Trending

Al Arabiya’s top content is selected based on the number of total views per day.
Read each day’s most popular articles here.

Day Week

https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2014/03/17/Art-Dubai-2014-Putting-the-Caucasus-on-the-creative-map
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2014/03/16/Art-Dubai-2014-global-galleries-set-for-region-s-biggest-show-
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2014/03/18/-Highest-valued-artwork-by-Damien-Hirst-on-show-in-the-UAE
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2025/04/30/india-and-pakistan-on-edge-how-their-armies-navies-and-nukes-stack-up
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2025/04/27/saudi-arabia-qatar-to-settle-syria-s-outstanding-arrears-to-world-bank-group
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2025/04/23/israel-shares-then-deletes-condolences-over-pope-francis-death
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/united-states/2025/04/22/at-least-500-houthis-killed-in-us-strikes-over-last-month-officials


Houthis say US, Israel bomb
Yemen after strike on Israeli
airport

Middle East

1

Yemen’s Houthis say will
target Israeli airports, warn
international airlines

Middle East

2

Jordan’s Petra hit with
floods, tourists evacuated

Middle East

3

Iran says Israel’s Netanyahu
dragging US into ‘disaster’
in region

Middle East

4

From Xavi to Jose Mourinho:
Who could replace axed
Jorge Jesus at Al Hilal?

Sports

5

Saudi Arabia records $70.3
billion in revenue in Q1
2025

Economy

6

Before you go

https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2025/05/05/usisraeli-strikes-target-yemen-s-hodeidah-houthi-media
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2025/05/05/yemen-s-houthis-say-will-target-israeli-airports-warn-international-airlines-
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2025/05/05/jordan-s-petra-hit-with-floods-tourists-evacuated-
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2025/05/05/iran-says-israel-s-netanyahu-dragging-us-into-disaster-in-region-
https://english.alarabiya.net/sports/2025/05/05/from-xavi-to-jose-mourinho-who-could-replace-axed-jorge-jesus-at-al-hilal
https://english.alarabiya.net/business/economy/2025/05/05/saudi-arabia-records-703-billion-in-revenue-in-q1-2025
https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv/reports/2025/05/06/vision-2030-progress-update-and-the-impact-of-nonoil-revenue-streams-in-saudi-arabia
https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv/reports/2025/05/06/vision-2030-progress-update-and-the-impact-of-nonoil-revenue-streams-in-saudi-arabia


share

Vision 2030 Progress Update And The Impact
of Non-Oil Revenue Streams In Saudi Arabia

Subscribe to
Alarabiya Newsletter

Enter email address Subscribe

Follow Al Arabiya English

Follow Al Arabiya News on WhatsApp

Browse Our Channels

About

https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv/reports/2025/05/06/vision-2030-progress-update-and-the-impact-of-nonoil-revenue-streams-in-saudi-arabia
https://www.facebook.com/alarabiya.english/
https://twitter.com/AlArabiya_Eng
https://www.instagram.com/alarabiya_eng
https://www.youtube.com/AlArabiyaEnglish
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alarabiya-english/
https://flipboard.com/@AlArabiya_Eng
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va53jE8BPzjdMJiEeT3f
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2014/03/19/Selfies-in-the-bathroom-artist-Nadia-Ayari-spotlights-trends
https://english.alarabiya.net/


News

Business

Energy

Opinion

Lifestyle

Sports

Video

InFocus

Other Sites
© Copyright. Al Arabiya Network. 2025

https://english.alarabiya.net/News
https://english.alarabiya.net/business
https://english.alarabiya.net/business/energy
https://english.alarabiya.net/views
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style
https://english.alarabiya.net/sports
https://english.alarabiya.net/webtv
https://english.alarabiya.net/infocus
https://english.alarabiya.net/life-style/art-and-culture/2014/03/19/Selfies-in-the-bathroom-artist-Nadia-Ayari-spotlights-trends

